
 

 
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

APRIL 12, 2016 

MINUTES 
 

 
 
 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday, 

April 12, 2016, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, TN.  The following Executive Committee 

members were present: 

 
Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

Tim Thompson, Anderson County Development Representative 

Don Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

Crystal Ottinger, Cocke County Mayor 

Tim Yates, Monroe County Mayor 

Dale Perdue, Scott County Mayor 

Larry Waters, Sevier County Mayor 

Roland Trey Dykes, Minority at Large 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guests 
 

Don Woods, ADC 

Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

Cindy Boshears, Congressman Chuck Fleischmann’s Office 

Gary Holiway, ETHRA 

Melissa Browder, ECD 

Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

Tammy Merritt, Congressman Chuck Fleischmann’s Office 

Sarah Fansler, Knox County 

 



 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain called the meeting to order. 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain presented the minutes of the March 8, 2016 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval. Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, it was seconded by City of Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and the minutes were 

unanimously approved. 
 

 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending February 29, 2016 was presented by Campbell County 

Mayor E. L. Morton. City of Lutrell Mayor Johnny Merritt made the motion to accept the report 

as presented and it was seconded by Monroe County Mayor Tim Yates and it was approved by all. 
 

 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report: 

 
Grants Update 

 

There are several items to report on: 

 
Our grant application work has slowed considerably from previous months. Currently we are 

working on include the Local Parks and Recreation Fund, the big grant program from TDEC that 

rolls around every two years. We are currently working with 11 communities on their applications. 

The deadline is April 22nd. There is also a Recreation Trails Program application that is due on the 

22nd. We are working with one community to submit an application. These funds can be used for 

trail development, trail rehab and trailhead facilities. Grants range from $25,000 to $500,000 and 

a 50% match is required for the LPRF and a 20% match is required for the RTP. 

 

A couple of smaller but very important public safety grants are now available. The SAFER 

program provides funds to hire firemen at the local level. There is no match but the community 

has to agree to maintain the position after the two year grant period has expired.  

 

Also available is the Bullet Proof Vest program. This is just what it sounds like – grant funds are 

provided to purchase bullet proof vest for local law enforcement agencies. There is a 50/50 cost 

sharing requirement. 

Our Emergency Repair Program for the Elderly is winding down for this year. We are finishing 



up projects in Sevier, Anderson and Campbell counties and this should draw down all remaining 

funds that are available. We do a really good job with this program and in the next fiscal year 

starting July 1, THDA is going to double our grant amount from $330,000 to $660,000. We have 

some great local partners out there and we expect to obligate most of this money very quickly. I 

will also be contacting First Tennessee bank regarding tapping into their $50 million housing 

assistance fund that they announced recently. Based on what I have read in the newspaper there is 

potential for the bank to possibly provide the matching requirement for the ERP program.  

 

One new program that started this year is the Tourism Enhancement Grant Program, a joint effort 

between the Department of Economic and Community Development and the Tourism 

Development Department. Grants can be for up to $50,000 and the match is based upon the tier 

designation of each county. There are four tiers with Distressed Counties having the lowest match 

requirement. Only one application is permitted from each county. 

 

Legislative Overview  

 

We fared really well in the legislature this year. There were no bills that were seriously considered 

that would have impacted the work plan of the East Tennessee Development District. Last year a 

bill was introduced that would have eliminated funding for our infrastructure survey work – we 

get about $70,000 per year from TACIR to do the annual infrastructure survey – however, this bill 

was not introduced again this year. Our annual state appropriation is again slated for $150,000 this 

year with and extra $50,000 being awarded due to the efforts of our legislators with a special 

acknowledgement going to Senator Yager. The extra $50,000 is in the budget on a recurring basis 

and this is a great bonus for us. 

 

In late March the Tennessee Development District Association held its Annual legislative awards 

breakfast in Nashville. Our award winners this year were Senator Ken Yager and Representative 

Dennis Powers. They were presented with their awards during a ceremony on March 24th at the 

Nashville Sheraton.  

 

I also want to mention that the John S. Wilder Rebuild Tennessee award for this year was presented 

to the City of Luttrell for the construction of their new city hall. The award was presented to Mayor 

Merritt at a ceremony held in Murfreesboro on March 29th. 

 

TDOT 2017-2019 Transportation Plan 

 

In case you have not heard, TDOT has released its three year transportation improvements plan. 

The 2017 TDOT budget will increase from $660 million in 2016 to $965 million in 2017 due to a 

one time repayment of $100 million from the state’s general fund to the TDOT budget and the 

reallocation of $147 million in federal funds to Tennessee. The total budget of the three year 

program is approximately $2 billion dollars. In the TDOT Region 1, which included all 16 of 

ETDD’s counties, the most notable projects are: 

 

Substantial work on Alcoa Highway from Woodson Drive all the way to Hall Road in Alcoa – two 

construction segments and two right-of-way purchase segments are included in the plan. 

 



Major construction funding provided for the widening of Western Avenue in Knox County 

 

Intersection improvements and a truck climbing lane on SR 63 in Campbell County 

 

Newport Bypass improvements in Cocke County  

 

Right of Way purchases on SR 63 in Claiborne County 

 

Right of Way purchases on SR 34 in Hamblen County 

 

Bridge right of way purchases on Interstate 40 in Jefferson County 

 

Intersection improvements on US 11 in Lenoir City 

 

Right of Way purchases on SR 322 in Monroe County 

 

Right of Way purchases on US 70 in Roane County 

 

Right of Way purchases on SR 29 in Scott County 

 

Construction work on SR 71/US 441 in Sevier County 

 

The TIP also includes funding for rural and urban public transportation services and the statewide 

RPO program. 

 
 
Calendar Matters 

 

Several meetings are coming up that I wanted to make sure that you are aware of: 

 

The next ETDD/ETHRA meeting will be at its regularly scheduled date and time 

– the second Tuesday in May which is May 10th.  We will have a regularly 

scheduled meeting in June this year which is a little different because we have 

scheduled our Annual Awards Banquet the evening of July 14th this year – we are 

back here at the Museum of Appalachia – please mark your calendars for that 

event. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

We do have one new loan that we would like the Committee to consider for 

approval. I will ask Don Woods to give us an overview of the loan. 

 

Don Woods introduced Debbie Sudhoff, also with Areawide Development Corp., 

to present the RLF loan project and resolution. 



The purpose of this loan is to acquire real estate and improvements located at 980 

Robert Henderson Rd. situated directly on Newport Hwy also known as the Dolly 

Parton Parkway.  The name of the borrower is Holland Floor Covering, ownership 

is 50/50 between William M. Holland and his son-n-law James M. Jones.  Holland 

Floor Covering Services include floor covering installation for residential and 

commercial clients.  Commercial clients includes the Collier Development Group, 

Dollywood, Dollywood’s Splash Country, and Dolly Parton’s personal residences, 

The Wilderness as well as various contractors in the Sevier County market.  The 

total loan amount is $460,000.  Smartbank is financing 50%, we are financing 35% 

of the loan and the borrower will make-up the additional 15%. 

 

Mr. Chairman, I would ask that a motion be offered to approve this loan project.  

A motion was made to approve the loan by City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt, 

it was seconded by Campbell County Mayor E.L. Morton and approved by all. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business, Chairman Bill Brittain made a motion to adjourn and it 

was approved by all. 


