
 

   

 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

APRIL 14, 2015 

MINUTES 
 
  

 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday,  

April 14, 2015, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, Tennessee.  The following Executive 

Committee members were present: 

 

 Larry Waters, Sevier County Mayor 

Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

 Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

Donald Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

 E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

 Terry Wolfe, Mayor of Bean Station 

 Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

 Crystal Ottinger, Cocke County Mayor 

 Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

 Dale Perdue, Scott County Mayor 

 Roland (Trey) Dykes, Minority at Large 

  

  

  

  

   

   

 Guests 

 

 Don Woods, ADC 

 Gary Holiway, ETHRA 

 Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

 Andrew Merritt, Congressman Chuck Fleischmann’s Office 

 Tommy Bible, Cocke County Development Representative 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 



CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Larry Waters called the meeting to order.    

 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Larry Waters presented the minutes of the March 12, 2015 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, it was seconded by Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe, and the 

minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending February 28, 2015 was presented by Anderson County 

Mayor Terry Frank.  Campbell County Mayor E. L. Morton made the motion to accept the report 

as presented and it was seconded by Roane County Executive Ron Woody, and it was approved 

by all. 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report: 

 
Grants Update 
 

We are in a somewhat slow period in regard to community development grants although the bullet 

proof vest grant applications are due in early May so if you have police or sheriff department 

interest in this program then give us a call. Thankfully we are really busy with economic 

development grants – we have none projects under development right now – Duraline in Clinton, 

Hope Industries in Madisonville, Total Source Packaging in Vonore, JKEKT in the TRDA Tellico 

West, Omega Plastics in Knoxville, Hearthstone in Newport, Flowers Bakery In Knoxville and 

Knoxville Locomotive Works in Knoxville. We are also working on an EDA planning grant to 

assist with site planning for the 1,000 or so undeveloped acres in the Tellico East Park. 

 

One small grant program that is relatively new is the Creative Placemaking Grant that is available 

through the Tennessee Arts Commission. The program focuses on the use of arts or cultural assets 

to enhance community and economic development efforts. Examples of eligible projects include: 

 

 Arts used as a catalyst to revitalize downtowns 

 Development of an arts or cultural business incubator or apprentice program 

 Development of a project that encourages greater engagement with a farmers market or 

unique recreational assets. 

 

The application deadline is July 17th. 



Legislative Update 

 

There is one bill in the legislature that we have some concern with. It is sponsored by Senator 

Norris and would essentially eliminate the requirement that TACIR compile an annual state-wide 

infrastructure needs survey report. Each year, TACIR contracts with each of the nine development 

districts to gather the baseline information that is used to compile the state-wide report on 

infrastructure needs. ETDD receives about $70,000 each year from TACIR to do this work. If the 

report is no longer required then potentially we would lose this funding source and would probably 

have to eliminate one position. I have notified our delegation of this bill and we hope that it will 

not be reported out of committee. 

 

We are also asking for a budget amendment in the amount of $100,000 for each development 

district to support the supplement the funding for the planning assistance service in the 9 regions. 

We now serve 32 communities with this service and it is becoming increasing difficult to fund the 

serve based purely upon the contract funds that we receive from each community. The additional 

$100,000 would probably carry us for another 3 to 4 years in terms of running the program without 

having to add additional general funds to order to cover costs. Senator Yager is sponsoring the 

amendment along with Representative Williams from Upper East Tennessee. 

 

ETDD Budget Overview 

 

I thought our annual business meeting went really well – starting with an outstanding invocation 

from Don Edwards, a great introduction by Terry Frank, and excellent remarks from 

Congressman Chuck Fleischmann and our new ECD Commissioner Randy Boyd. The agenda 

was really full and Larry was trying his best to move us along quickly and apparently we skipped 

right over the approval of our budget for next year. I have consulted our bylaws and it is possible 

for the Executive Committee to approve the budget – a copy is in your packets. 

 

Our proposed budget for the upcoming year has not changed significantly from prior years. We 

are in the state’s budget again this year for $150,000 and we have received contracts from the 

federal ARC and EDA for planning work again this year. We will again be adding about 

$250,000 into our budget to fund the local planning work component – these are funds that are 

derived from contractual fees paid to the development district by the 32 communities that we 

provide local planning services to. In general, our budget is stable and we do not anticipate any 

problems with our funding sources. 

 

In terms of expenditures, our expense level is essentially the same as last year, the primary 

increases being in the salary and fringe benefit line items. We will present to the Executive 

Committee a proposed cost of living increase for our employees beginning in July, however, this 

will depend on the status of our funding sources at that time. We have an extremely very well-

funded reserve fund that will allow us to remain in good shape in terms of meeting cash flow 

requirements. 

 

Mr. Chairman, a motion is needed to approve the budget.  Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank 

made a motion to adopt the proposed budget as presented.  The motion was seconded of Mayor of 

Bean Station, Terry Wolfe, and it passed unanimously. 



Calendar Matters 
 

Several meetings are coming up that I wanted to make sure that you are aware of: 

 

The next ETDD/ETHRA meeting will occur at its regularly scheduled date and time – the second 

Tuesday on May which is May 12th. We have also scheduled our Annual Awards Banquet the 

evening of June 4th this year – this year at Rothchilds – we will hold an Executive Committee 

meeting starting at 5 pm immediately prior to the banquet. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

In your packets you will find a resolution of support for the opening of the Watts Bar Nuclear 

Plant #2 for your consideration.  The plant is scheduled to open before the end of the year. 

Several Executive Committee members including Terry Bobrowski, Rick Yakubic, Bill Brittain, 

Johnny Merritt, Crystal Ottinger, Trey Dykes were invited on a tour of the plant and were very 

impressed.  The Association of the Tennessee Valley Government, Mike Arms, asked the 

committee to consider passage and support of the new plant. 

 

A motion was made to approve the adoption of the resolution by City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny 

Merritt and it was seconded by Cocke County Mayor Crystal Ottinger, and it was approved by 

all. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Chairman Larry Waters. 

  


