
 

 
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

DECEMBER 13, 2016 

MINUTES 
 

 
 
 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday, 

December 13, 2016, at the ETHRA Offices in Knoxville, TN.  The following Executive 

Committee members were present: 

 
Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

Don Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

Terry Wolfe, Mayor of Bean Station 

Crystal Ottinger, Cocke County Mayor 

Tim Yates, Monroe County Mayor 

Roland Dykes, III, Minority at Large 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guests 
 

Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

Don Woods, ADC 

Gary Holiway, ETHRA 

Sarah Fansler, Knox County 

Lana Moore, Senator Lamar Alexander’s Office 

Jill Salyers, Senator Bob Corker’s Office 

Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

Mike Arms, ATVG 

Louis Buck, TN Dept. of Agriculture 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Terry Frank called the meeting to order. 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Terry Frank presented the minutes of the October 11, 2016 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval. City of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe made a motion to approve 

the minutes as presented, it was seconded by City of Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and the minutes 

were unanimously approved. 
 

 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for the months ending September 30, 2016 and October 31, 2016 was 

presented by Roane County Executive Ron Woody. Roane County Executive Ron Woody made 

the motion to accept the report as presented and it was seconded by Campbell County Mayor E. L. 

Morton and it was approved by all. 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report:  

 

Assessment Update 

 

We are doing very well with assessment collections this year. We have achieved 100% collection 

from all of our 72 jurisdictions and Don Woods informs me that it is the fastest that ETDD has 

achieved 100% collection in his memory. 

 

Grants Update 
 

There are several items to report on: 

 
ECD recently released the list of grants that were approved from the 2016 application round. 

Funded were projects Rocky Top, Hamblen County, White Pine, Claiborne County and 

Cumberland Gap and we have started the grant administration for all of those projects. The 2017 

applications are due in Nashville on February 24th of 2017. Currently we have an extremely large 

list of applicants that we are assisting and they include Jefferson City, Loudon County, Campbell 

County, Scott County, Caryville, Jefferson County, Parrottsville, Baneberry, New Market, 

Dandridge, Madisonville, Monroe County, Harrogate, Union County, Roane County, Morgan 

County Cocke County and Sweetwater. 



 

This is the largest list of applicants that we have ever had and it clearly signifies that the CDBG 

program remains the only viable public infrastructure program that is available to communities so 

it is extremely important that we advocate for this program whenever we have discussions with 

federal legislators. We are not sure how the program will fare under the new administration but 

we will be contacting the appropriate HUD officials as soon as we can. 

 

We have also been busy preparing ARC pre-applications that were due in Nashville on December 

9th. ARC funding is targeted towards Distressed Counties but any community can submit a pre-

application for consideration. The program is geared toward funding infrastructure projects such 

as water lines or water tanks but has funded non-construction projects in the past. This year we 

submitted a request for a water tank in Dandridge, broadband expansions in Cocke County, water 

line extensions in Claiborne County and Monroe County, a wastewater collection project for a 

school in Union County and a post-secondary prep program for schools in Union County and 

Jellico. 

 

The Tennessee Historical Commission grant program deadline is approaching in late January of 

2017. We are working on grants for courthouse renovations in Monroe County, building 

renovations in Harriman, a county wide resources survey in Cocke County, jail rehabilitation in 

Dandridge and courthouse work in Jefferson County.  

 

Last month we submitted FEMA firefighter’s assistance grants on behalf of Rocky Top and 

Clinton for fire protection equipment. 

 

2017 will be the year that TDEC accepts application for its Local Parks and Recreation Fund grant 

program. This program comes around once every two years and is very popular. I expect the 

deadline to be sometime in mid-spring. This is the only program that funds recreation needs such 

as ballfields, lighting, walking trail or playground equipment. It is very competitive and it is always 

advantageous to start early. 

 

Review of ETDD Audit 

 

The audit subcommittee met this morning to consider our 2016 audit. Roane County Executive 

Ron Woody gave a report of the audit. Overview by the audit committee is clean opinion, 

unmodified, no compliance issues reported by the auditor and two minor journal entries were 

made.  Recommended for acceptance by audit committee.   A motion to approve the audit report 

was made by Roane County Executive Ron Woody, seconded by Town of Bean Station Mayor 

Terry Wolfe, and approved by all.  

 

I will bring final copies of the audit to our next meeting for anyone that wants a copy and it will 

also be available on our website. 

 



Internal Control Policy Overview 

 

As you will recall, in the October meeting we discussed a memo from the Comptroller’s Office 

reminding us that a formal Internal Control Policy must be in place as required by state statute. Up 

to this point we have had written policies that cover most, if not all, aspects of our internal control 

procedures but we did not have a comprehensive written document that contained all policies and 

procedures in one document. In order to address this need we have developed a new Internal 

Control Policy document, a copy of which was provided in the October meeting. You all looked 

at it and open to provide any comment, we didn’t hear from anyone so we would like to formally 

adopt the Internal Control Policy.  Rick do you have anything to add.  Rick commented that 

basically it was put in the format that the comptroller office wants to see it in.  It is under Tennessee 

Code that we do have a formal policy and be adopted by the Board. 

 

Madam Chair, we ask that a motion be made to adopt the Internal Control Policy.  Roane County 

Executive Ron Woody made a motion to approve the ETDD Internal Control Policy and it was 

seconded by City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt and approved by all. 

 

New Board Members 

 

I would just like to mention that as a result of the recent election we do have several new Board 

members - Fred Sykes is the new Mayor of Rutledge, Glenn E. Warren Jr. is the new Mayor of 

White Pine, Beau Tucker is the new Mayor of New Market, Bill Fannon is the new Mayor of 

Tazewell, Wayne Best is the new Mayor in Harriman, Dennis Jeffers is the new Mayor of 

Huntsville and Neal Pucciarelli is the new Mayor in Cumberland Gap.  

 

I am sad to report that Mr. Glenn Cardwell, long time Mayor of Pittman Center, passed away on 

November 17, 2016 at the age of 85. During his work career, Mr. Cardwell spent three years as a 

teacher at the Pittman Center School and then for the next 34 years he served as a Naturalist for 

the GSMNP and eventually retired as the Supervisor for the Sugarlands Visitors Center. 

 

Also, some of you may remember Tony A Duncan, former Morgan County Executive and the 

Chair of ETDD during the 1985 to 1986 program year. Mr. Duncan passed away on November 

19th at the age of 81. 

 

Introduction of Louis Buck 

 

We are excited today to have with us Mr. Louis Buck with the Tennessee Department of 

Agriculture. Mr. Buck is with the East Tennessee Office for Public Affairs for the Department of 

Agriculture.  He and Commissioner Templeton want to reach out the development districts and 

county mayors and push the activities of the Department of Agriculture down to more of a county-

local level.  Specifically, what the governor and the commissioner will be talking about now is 

rural economic development in our distressed counties and wild land fires.  There will be a lot of 

discussion on what to do about arsonists. 

 

Thank you Louis. 

 



Recognize Mike Arms 

 

Mike Arms announced upcoming meetings in 2017 for ATVG. 

 

 

Calendar Matters 

 

Our January 2017 meeting is scheduled for January 10th here at ETHRA 

 

Just as a long-term hold the date – our Annual Business Meeting and luncheon is scheduled for 

March 14th of 2017 and we will be returning to Rothchild’s in Knoxville. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

No other business. 

 

 

ADJOURMENT 

 

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned. 


