
 

   

 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

FEBRUARY 10, 2015 

MINUTES 
 
  

 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday,  

February 10, 2015, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, Tennessee.  The following Executive 

Committee members were present: 

 

 Larry Waters, Sevier County Mayor 

Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

 Don Edwards, Morgan County Executive 

Donald Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

 E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

 Terry Wolfe, Mayor of Bean Station 

 Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

 Tim Yates, Monroe County Mayor 

 Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

 Dale Perdue, Scott County Mayor 

  

  

  

   

   

 Guests 

 

 Don Woods, ADC 

Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

 Gary Holiway, ETHRA 

 Jane Jolley, Senator Bob Corker’s Office 

 Jack Rhyne, City of Maynardville 

 Bill Snodgrass, Congressman Phil Roe’s Office 

 Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

 Mike Arms, TVA 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 



CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Larry Waters called the meeting to order.    

 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Larry Waters presented the minutes of the January 13, 2015 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  Hamblen County Mayor Bill Brittain made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, it was seconded by City of Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and the minutes were 

unanimously approved. 

 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending December 31, 2014 was presented by ETDD Financial 

Officer Rick Yakubic.  Monroe County Mayor Tim Yates made the motion to accept the report as 

presented and it was seconded by Hamblen County Mayor Bill Brittain, and it was approved by 

all. 

 

 

2015 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Don Mull, Mayor of Alcoa: 

 

Mr. Chairman, first I would like to thank the members of the Nominating Committee for their 

service: 

 

Ron Woody, Roane County Executive  

Don Edwards, Morgan County Executive 

Tim Yates, Monroe County Mayor 

Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

 Larry Waters, ex Officio, Sevier County Mayor 

 

Mr. Chairman, the Nominating Committee met immediately prior to this Executive Committee 

meeting and we propose the following nominations for ETDD officers for 2015-2016: 

 

 For Chair:  Mr. Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

 For Vice-Chair: Ms. Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

 For Secretary:  Mr. Johnny Merritt, City of Luttrell Mayor 

 For Treasurer:  Mr. E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

 

 

 



Mr. Chairman, I will make a motion that the Executive Committee recommend to the Board of 

Directors that these persons serve as the new officers for the 2015 – 2016 program year. 

 

Chairman Larry Waters stated that a second motion is not needed since these recommendations 

comes from our nominating committee.  With no further questions or discussions, the new officers 

were unanimously approved by all. 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report: 

 

 
Grants Update 
 

There are several items to report on: 

 

Community Development Block Grant Program 

 

The 2015 applications will be due in Nashville on February 27th of 2015.  We are working on 10 

applications right now, which is a marginally high number for our region. The state typically funds 

between 60 and 70 applications per year. We currently are working with Rockwood, Campbell 

County, Jefferson County, Norris, Monroe County, Cumberland Gap, Anderson County, Hamblen 

County, Parrottsville and White Pine. 

 

The CDBG program remains the only viable public infrastructure program that is available to 

communities so it is extremely important that we advocate for this program whenever we have 

discussions with federal legislators. The program has not been well supported at the federal level 

and has consistently lost funding over the past several years. This translates into fewer and fewer 

grants at the local level and we have really started to feel the pinch in the last couple of years. 
 

 

Clean Tennessee Energy Grant 

 

We recently submitted several Clean Tennessee Energy Grant pre-applications. In 2011, TVA 

provided Tennessee with $26.4 million to fund environmental mitigation projects. This amount 

was split up into $5.28 million over a five year period. This is the 3rd year of the program. Eligible 

applicants include cities, counties, utility districts, and other entities such as airport authorities to 

purchase, install or construct energy projects that involve the utilization of alternative energy 

sources, improve energy conservation or improve air quality. Examples of projects include HVAC 

improvements, insulation, lighting upgrades, use of biomass, geothermal or solar power and other 

similar projects. In 2014 the state funded 17 projects the largest being $250,000 and the smallest 

being $17,500. Six of the funded projects were in our district. We submitted 2015 pre-applications 

for Anderson County, Harrogate, Cumberland Gap, Vonore, White Pine, Jefferson City and 

Gatlinburg. The total grant request was $189,420. Pre-applications were due on January 31, 2014. 



The state will review the pre-applications, throw out the ones they don’t want to fund and ask the 

ones that are left to submit a full application. 

 

 

Home Program 
 

THDA has announced that they will be accepting HOME program applications this year. This 

program has not been available for the past several years and we are glad to see it come back. The 

HOME program provides grant funds for owner occupied housing rehabilitations for low and 

moderate income persons. A local match has not been required in the past although it does help 

with the competitiveness of the application. Typically, a local jurisdiction can receive up to 

$500,000 to rehab homes in their area. There is no target area designation; the funds can be used 

in any area of the jurisdiction. Usually, the city or county formulates a priority list such as funding 

the handicapped or elderly first and then moving to other applicants. Applications are due on 

March 6th of this year and we are working with several communities on their application. 

 

Recycling Grants and Used Oil Grants 

 

I am pleased to announce that several of our communities were awarded funds through TDEC 

Recycling Program and Used Oil Program. Recycling grants are used to purchase equipment for 

new recycling programs, improve or expand an existing recycling program or prepare recyclable 

materials for transport and marketing. Communities that received funds this year are LaFollette, 

Newport, Claiborne County, Monroe County, Morgan County, Roane County and Rockwood. 

 

Used Oil grants help cities and counties to establish collection centers for used oil. Grant funds are 

typically used to purchase collection container, used oil heaters or containment structure. 

Communities that received funds this year are Rocky Top, Dandridge, Jefferson City, Loudon 

County, Tellico Plains, Morgan County and Scott County. 

 

Home Program 
 

THDA has announced that they will be accepting HOME program applications this year. This 

program has not been available for the past several years and we are glad to see it come back. The 

HOME program provides grant funds for owner occupied housing rehabilitations for low and 

moderate income persons. A local match has not been required in the past although it does help 

with the competitiveness of the application. Typically, a local jurisdiction can receive up to 

$500,000 to rehab homes in their area. There is no target area designation; the funds can be used 

in any area of the jurisdiction. Usually, the city or county formulates a priority list such as funding 

the handicapped or elderly first and then moving to other applicants. An application workshop is 

being offered in Maryville on January 28th so we will know more then and we expect applications 

to be due around March 6th of this year. 

 

Historic Preservation Grants 

 

We recently submitted a small number of historic preservation grant requests. These are small 

grants that are offered each year by the Tennessee Historical Commission to advance preservation 



activities. Typically, the grant funds are used to make minor improvements to structures that are 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Since the grants are small – in the $25,000 range 

– the projects are comprehensive but still meaningful. We submitted applications for Monroe 

County, Campbell County, Cocke County, Blount Mansion, East Tennessee Preservation Alliance, 

and the Craighead-Jackson House. 

 

Fiscal Review Report 

 

Just wanted to advise everyone of a recent development in Nashville. All development districts 

have been asked to submit an overview of their revenues and expenditures to Fiscal Review 

Committee for the Tennessee General Assembly.  We have been told that Fiscal Review has been 

tasked with providing an estimated fiscal impact for a piece of potential legislation. This 

potential legislation seeks to repeal the Development District Act of 1965.  Of course we have 

complied with the request from the Fiscal Review Committee and are awaiting further 

developments. I have no idea who the sponsor of the legislation is or why the legislation is being 

proposed. I am not aware of a bill being filed yet. 

 

Planning Assistance Service 

 

I wanted to give everyone a quick update on our Planning Assistance Service. We have lost only 

one community since we began offering the service to local governments four years ago. This 

year we added Cocke County, the City of Newport and New Tazewell to the list of communities 

that we serve. That brings us up to a total of 32 communities – 5 counties and 27 municipalities. 

This is more than all of the other development districts combined. Last July we implemented a 

10% across the board increase from the communities this year in order to cover the loss of a 

$50,000 supplemental grant from the state and increased costs that have accumulated over the 

past four years. The total revenue from the contracts is in the $258,000 range and our program 

costs are expected to be in the $288,000 range.  

 

In addition to providing basic management of the planning commission meetings, setting 

agendas, reviewing plats and site plans, writing ordinances and reviewing appeals, the planning 

staff also provides extensive training for local government officials. Last year we provided 8 

training sessions, all of which were very well attended. One session, held at the Oak Ridge 

Arboretum in conjunction with TDEC, was recognized by the TDEC Commissioner as a unique 

partnership example that should be followed by other state and regional organizations. All of our 

sessions are geared toward providing pertinent information that training commissioners can use 

and allow them to achieve their mandatory 4 hour annual training requirement.  

 

We also provided floodplain training again this year under a contract with FEMA and ECD. We 

provided a 4 hour training session in September and assisted five communities with the updating 

of their floodplain ordinance. 

 

 

 

 

 



Calendar Matters 
 

Several meetings are coming up that I wanted to make sure that you are aware of: 

 

For your calendars, the ETDD/ETHRA Annual Business meeting has been scheduled for 

Thursday, March the 12th – it will be held at Rothchilds on Kingston Pike in Knoxville. ECD 

Commissioner Randy Boyd will be providing our keynote address and Congressman Fleischmann 

will also be making remarks. Also, mark your calendars for the Tennessee Development District 

Association Annual Conference - it will be held on April 28 & 29, 2015 at the Embassy Suites in 

Murfreesboro – we are partnering with Rural Development this year – their conference will 

immediately follow ours. We have also scheduled our Annual Awards Banquet at Rothchild’s for 

June 4th of this year. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Mike Arms with the Association of Tennessee Valley Governments (ATVG) announced that there 

will be a tour of the Watts Bar Nuclear Plant on March 13th.  An announcement will soon go out 

to all board members with more information. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Chairman Larry Waters. 

  


