
 

   

 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

JULY 14, 2015 

MINUTES 
 
  

 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday,  

July 14, 2015, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, Tennessee.  The following Executive 

Committee members were present: 

 

 Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

 Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

 Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

 E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

 Tim Thompson, Anderson County Development Representative 

 Don Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

 Crystal Ottinger, Cocke County Mayor 

 Terry Wolfe, Mayor of Bean Station 

 Tim Yates, Monroe County Mayor 

 Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

 Ken Yager, State Senator 

 Roland (Trey) Dykes, Minority at Large 

  

  

  

  

 

 Guests 

 

 Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

 Don Woods, ADC 

Gary Holiway, Director of ETHRA 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Bill Brittain called the meeting to order.    

 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain presented the minutes of the June 4, 2015 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  Minority at Large Roland Dykes made a motion to approve the minutes 

as presented, it was seconded by Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe, and the minutes were 

unanimously approved. 

 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending May 31, 2015 was presented by ETDD Financial Officer 

Rick Yakubic.  Anderson County Development Representative Tim Thompson made the motion 

to accept the report as presented and it was seconded by Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe, 

and it was approved by all. 

 

ETDD Financial Officer Rick Yakubic presented a Budget Amendment for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 

for Board approval.  Anderson County Mayor, Terry Frank made a motion to accept the budget 

amendment as presented and it was seconded by City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt, and 

approved by all. 

 

 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Chairman Bill Brittain stated that each year the Chair appoints the membership for each of the 

standing subcommittees.  A list of the subcommittee appointments for 2015-2016 is included in 

each packet.  Committee members will be receiving a letter in the near future regarding your 

appointment and the duties of each subcommittee. 

 

 The Steering Subcommittee is the same for both ETDD and ETHRA 

  Bill Brittain will chair this subcommittee 

 The Legislative Subcommittee is the same for both ETDD and ETHRA 

  Johnny Merritt will chair this subcommittee 

 The Economic Development/CEDS Subcommittee is for ETDD 

  Don Mull will chair this subcommittee 

 The Evaluation Subcommittee for Executive Director is the same for both ETDD and  

  ETHRA 

  Bill Brittain will chair this subcommittee 

 The Audit Subcommittee is the same for both ETDD and ETHRA 

  Bill Brittain will chair this subcommittee 

 

 



DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report: 

 
Grants Overview 

 

We are extremely busy with economic development grant applications. We are working on 

projects in Maryville, two projects in Knoxville, a project in Monroe County, two projects in 

Clinton, a project in Oak Ridge and a project in the TRDA properties in Monroe County. We are 

working very closely with the regional ECD office to prepare most, if not all, of the economic 

development grant applications that originate from our region. 

 

Applications for TDEC’s Used Oil program, Recycling Program and Waste Reduction program 

are due on October 1, 2015. These are great programs that can really make a difference in 

managing your waste stream.  

 

The Used Oil grant can be used to fund collection centers and equipment to utilize used oil for 

heating purposes. 

 

The Recycling Grant can be used to fund recycling equipment includes key recycling equipment 

needed to establish a new collection or processing site, to improve the operation of an existing 

collection or processing site, or to prepare recovered materials for transport and marketing. Key 

recycling equipment includes, but is not limited to; roll carts made with recycled content and 

embedded RFID tags, containers, balers, crushers, sorters, densifiers, and grinders. Collection 

trucks with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 10,000 pounds or higher will be considered.  

 

The Waste Reduction grant can be used for recycling equipment needed to establish a new 

collection or processing site, to improve the operation of an existing collection or processing site, 

or to prepare recovered materials for transport and marketing. Key recycling equipment includes, 

but is not limited to; roll carts made with recycled content and embedded RFID tags, containers, 

balers, sorters, mulching equipment, grinders, chippers, and densifiers. Collection trucks with a 

gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 10,000 pounds or higher will be considered. Eligible 

facilities shall receive, process, and distribute materials for waste reduction purposes. Eligible 

facility expenses include, but is not limited to; site and design plans, site preparation, and 

consultant and construction services.  

 

TDOT has just announced that Enhancement Grant applications will be due on November 3, 2015. 

Grant funds can be used for: 

 

 Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities 

 Safe Routes for Non-Drivers 

 Conversion of Abandoned Railway Corridors to Trails 

 Scenic Turnouts and Overlooks  

 Outdoor Advertising Management 

 Historic Preservation & Rehab of Historic Transportation Facilities 

 Vegetation Management (Improvement of roadway safety; prevention of invasive species; 



 providing erosion control) 

 Archaeological Activities 

 Stormwater Mitigation (Pollution prevention and abatement activities to address 

 stormwater management; water pollution prevention related to highway construction or 

 due to highway runoff) 

 Wildlife Management (Reduction of vehicle-caused wildlife mortality; restoration and 

 maintenance of connectivity among terrestrial and aquatic habitats) 

 

CDBG grant applications filed in February are still under review by the State. We expect funding 

decisions to be made in early fall. 

 

Congratulations to several communities that received Clean Tennessee Energy grants recently. 

Cumberland Gap, Gatlinburg and Jefferson City each received a grant. 

 

Several communities also recently received grants from TDOT. Bean Station received a grant for 

sidewalks and a park and ride lot, Dandridge received a community planning grant, Norris received 

a grant for street crossings and sidewalks and Morristown received a grant for an extension of their 

greenway system. 

 

 

Web Page Update 

 

ETDD has just completed a major revision of our website. The old site was completely revamped 

and a new format that is much more user friendly is now in place. The website is compatible with 

mobile devices now and will be linked with all of the usual social media such as Facebook and 

Linked-In. We are now able to easily update the website on a regular basis and we intend to use it 

as a primary tool for communicating grant deadlines, pertinent regional news, dissemination of 

our newsletter, quarterly reports and annual report and making available our in-house reports such 

as our annual utility rate survey and our comprehensive economic development strategy. The 

website address is www.etdd.org and I hope that you will check us out frequently. 

 

 

50th Anniversary Discussion 

 

On September 20, 1966 ETDD was established by an Act of the Tennessee Legislature. Therefore, 

on September 20, 2016 ETDD will celebrate its 50th anniversary. We hope to begin a year-long 

celebration culminating in some kind of major event – maybe in connection with our awards 

banquet next summer – but I wanted to get the thoughts of the Committee before we proceed. It 

might be advisable to hire a PR firm to help us with event planning – we really do not have any 

experience with this kind of thing – and we will probably need some professional help. 

 

 

Calendar Matters 

 

Unless otherwise noted, the August Executive Committee meeting will be cancelled. We expect 

that our next regular Executive Committee meeting will be held on the second Tuesday in 

http://www.etdd.org/


September, which is the 8th. Also, our next training session for planning commission members is 

scheduled for July 30th at the Arboretum in Oak Ridge. Two training sessions on private property 

rights will be held in late October of this yea 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Conflict of Interest Policy 

 

Each year at this time ETDD reaffirms our formal conflict of interest policy. Last year, several of 

our funding partners and the Comptroller Office recommended that we adopt a formal policy and 

distribute the policy to all board members at least once per year. We formally adopted the policy 

in the July meeting last year. A copy of the policy is in your packets for this meeting. The policy 

is pretty straightforward, it covers what is considered to be a conflict of interest, procedures for 

resolving a real or perceived conflict of interest and a statement that all board members will be 

covered by a D&O liability insurance policy. We also state that the policy will be provided to all 

Board members on an annual basis at the beginning of the fiscal year. Mr. Chair, a motion is 

needed to re-affirm the policy. 

 

A motion was made to approve the policy as presented by City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt, 

and it was seconded by Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe, and it was approved by all. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Campbell County Mayor 

E.L. Morton and seconded by City of Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and approved by all. 

  


