
 

 
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

JUNE 14, 2016 

MINUTES 
 

 
 
 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday, 

June 14, 2016, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, TN.  The following Executive Committee 

members were present: 

 
Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

Terry Wolfe, Mayor of Bean Station 

Don Edwards, Morgan County Executive 

Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

Larry Waters, Sevier County Mayor  

Ken Yager, State Senator 

Roland Trey Dykes, Minority at Large 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guests 
 

Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

Gary Holiway, ETHRA 

Sarah Fansler, Knox County 

Robin Mason, Claiborne County Development Representative 

Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

 

 

 



 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain called the meeting to order. 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain presented the minutes of the May 10, 2016 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval. Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe made a motion to approve 

the minutes as presented, it was seconded by Roane County Executive Ron Woody, and the 

minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending April 30, 2016 was presented by ETDD Financial Officer 

Rick Yakubic. Roane County Executive Ron Woody made the motion to accept the report as 

presented and it was seconded by City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt and it was approved by 

all. 
 

 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report:  

 

Grants Update 
 

There are several items to report on: 

 
First I am pleased to report that ETDD has been awarded a $25,000 grant from the First Tennessee 

Bank community partners program to augment our funding from THDA for our Emergency Repair 

Program for the Elderly program.  Starting July 1, we will be receiving another $330,000 in 

program funds from THDA for the 2017 fiscal year. We had been told that we would receive a 

two year grant for $660,000 but they changed that to a one year grant for half that amount. We 

have some great local partners out there and we expect to obligate most of this money very quickly.  

 

ETDD has also been asked to submit a full application for ARC funding in the amount of $53,902 

to fund a career awareness program that will be offered to students in Union and Campbell 

counties. The program will be managed by the University of Tennessee and will involve the 

provision of counseling to local students on potentials careers and post-secondary education 

options. Two doctorial students will conduct the workshops. The grant will fund their tuition and 

fees during the program term. 

 

 



We are also assisting Rocky Top with the development of a $75,000 grant request to assist with 

the continued development of their Coal Museum. 

 

We also have an update on the HOME program. Last spring we submitted applications on behalf 

of Sweetwater, Huntsville, New Market, Monroe County, Scott County and Friendsville. So far, 

THDA has awarded grants to New Market, Scott County and Friendsville. 

 

Awards Banquet Update 

 

I wanted to remind everyone that our Awards Banquet will be held on July 14th this year at the 

Museum of Appalachia in Norris.  We expect to have a great crowd – invitations went out a couple 

of weeks ago and we are getting a really good response so far. Commissioner Robert Martineau 

from the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation will be our keynote speaker. 

We have developed a great list of awards this year and they are: 

 

From Rocky Top we are recognizing the renovation of the Bank Street Water Tank 

 

From Campbell and Claiborne County we are recognizing the completion of their rebuild and 

recover grant that was used to replace houses destroyed by a tornado 

 

From Claiborne County we are recognizing the completion of their Midway Area water line 

extension 

 

From Cocke County we are recognizing the completion of a water line that now serves the Grassy 

Fork Elementary School and local area 

 

From Bean Station we are recognizing the development of their new history museum 

 

From Luttrell we are recognizing the development of their new city hall 

 

From Morristown we are recognizing the listing of the Morristown Commercial District on the 

National Register of Historic Places 

 

From Jefferson County we are recognizing the development of a new library facility 

  

From White Pine we are recognizing their centennial celebration 

 

From Loudon County we are recognizing the collaboration effort to install utilities to serve the 

new Del Conca production facility 

 

From Madisonville we are recognizing the completion of Phase Five of their sewer system 

improvements 

 

From Morgan County we are recognizing the completion of a a water line renovation project in 

the Petros and Coalfield areas 



 

From Roane County we are recognizing the completion of the South Pine Ridge Road sewer line 

extension 

 

From Pigeon Forge we are recognizing the development of the Cal Ripken baseball complex 

 

From Sevier County we are recognizing the development of a new Recycling Hub by Sevier Solid 

Waste Inc.  

 

And from Union County we are recognizing the completion of the southwest area water line 

extension project 

 

We also plan to hold an Executive Committee meeting prior to the awards banquet and I pleased 

to report that the Museum has purchased a house adjoining the property and we will be able to 

meet in a much more comfortable and private setting than in the past. 

 

Salary Schedule Review 

 

As I mentioned last month, we pulled together our proposed salary levels for all of our employees 

for next year. We emailed that information out to all Executive Committee members a couple of 

weeks ago for your review. The proposal outlines a 3% raise for the ETDD staff which results in 

an increase in the total salary of about $26,000 for the District. This amount has been factored into 

our FY 2017 fiscal year budget and we can easily accommodate the proposed increase. 

 

Mr. Chairman, we propose to implement any approved changes on July 1 so I would ask for a 

resolution to consider the approval of the salary proposal. I think Rick has a copy of the 

information if anyone needs one. 

 

A motion was made to approve salary adjustments by Minority at Large Roland Trey Dykes, III 

and seconded by Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank, and it was approved by all. 

 

Work Program Update 

 

We are actively coordinating with all of our state and federal funding partners to finalize our work 

program for the upcoming fiscal year. Our projected work program for the upcoming year has not 

changed significantly from prior years. It looks like we will again have a contract to complete the 

Public Needs Infrastructure Inventory; we have finalized a solid waste planning contract, a contract 

for historic preservation planning and a contract for housing planning. Our planning advisory 

service is still thriving – we added two new communities last year and that bring our total to 33. 

We sent out contracts to all those communities recently and we expect all to renew for next year. 

We did not need to increase the contract amounts for this program for the upcoming year. 

Surprisingly, TDOT awarded us a 3 year contract to continue the management of the two Rural 

Planning Organizations that were formed to serve all or portions of fourteen counties within the 

ETDD region. Of course, we will focus on grant application work and grant administration work 

with particular emphasis on the CDBG, ARC, EPA Region IV grants, FEMA fire fighters, HOME 

and TDOT Enhancement programs. 



Calendar Matters 

 

The next ETDD/ETHRA meeting will be held on July 14th at the Museum of Appalachia at about 

5:30 pm followed immediately by the Annual Awards Banquet. I will also mention that we normally 

take a summer break and cancel the August Executive Committee meeting if there is no objection. 

 

A motion was made to cancel the August meeting by Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank and 

seconded by Minority at Large Roland Trey Dykes, III, and it was approved by all. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

No other business 

 

ADJOURMENT 

 

With no other business, Chairman Bill Brittain made a motion to adjourn. 


