
 

   

 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

MARCH 12, 2015 

MINUTES 
 
  

 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday,  

March 12, 2015, at the Rothchild’s Conference Center, Kingston Pike, in Knoxville, Tennessee.  

The following Executive Committee members were present: 

 

 Larry Waters, Sevier County Mayor 

Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

 Don Edwards, Morgan County Executive 

Donald Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

 Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

 Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

 Dale Perdue, Scott County Mayor 

 Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

 Crystal Ottinger, Cocke County Mayor 

 Rodney Davis, Jefferson County Development Representative 

   

  

  

   

   

 Guests 

 

 Don Woods, ADC 

Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

 Bill Snodgrass, Congressman Phil Roe’s Office 

 Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

 Sarah, Fansler, Knox County 

 Mike Nelson, Vice-Mayor of Dandridge 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 



CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Larry Waters called the meeting to order.    

 

 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Larry Waters presented the minutes of the February 10, 2015 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  Roane County Executive Ron Woody made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, it was seconded by Hamblen County Mayor Bill Brittain, and the minutes 

were unanimously approved. 

 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending January 31, 2015 was presented by ETDD Financial 

Officer Rick Yakubic.  Hamblen County Mayor Bill Brittain made the motion to accept the report 

as presented and it was seconded by City of Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and it was approved by all. 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report: 

 

 
Grants Update 
 

There are several items to report on: 

 

CDBG Grants 

 

The 2015 applications were due in Nashville on March 6th of 2015.  We submitted 10 applications, 

which is a marginally high number from our region. We submitted applications for Rockwood, 

Campbell County, Jefferson County, Norris, Monroe County, Cumberland Gap, Anderson County, 

Hamblen County, Parrottsville, and White Pine. The state typically funds between 60 and 70 

applications per year. Last year the state received 121 applications so the competition can be pretty 

fierce. 

 

The CDBG program remains the only viable public infrastructure program that is available to 

communities so it is extremely important that we advocate for this program whenever we have 

discussions with federal legislators. The program has not been well supported at the federal level 

and has consistently lost funding over the past several years although it received level funding this 

year. This translates into fewer and fewer grants at the local level and we have really started to feel 

the pinch in the last couple of years. 



Home Program 
 

THDA has announced that they will be accepting HOME program applications this year. The 

HOME program provides grant funds for owner occupied housing rehabilitation for low and 

moderate income persons. A local match has not been required in the past although it does help 

with the competitiveness of the application. Typically, a local jurisdiction can receive up to 

$500,000 to rehab homes in their area. There is no target area designation; the funds can be used 

in any area of the jurisdiction. Usually, the city or county formulates a priority list such as funding 

the handicapped or elderly first and then moving to other applicants. Applications were due on 

March 6th of this year and we assisted six communities with their application. They are Hamblen 

County, Kingston, Monroe County, Morristown, Roane County and Sevier County. 

 

ETDD Workplan Overview 

 

Our proposed work program for the upcoming year has not changed significantly from prior years. 

It looks like we will again have a contract to complete the Public Needs Infrastructure Inventory; 

we will again have a solid waste planning contract and contracts for historic preservation and 

housing planning. Our planning advisory service is thriving – we added three new communities 

this year and that bring our total to 32. We do not anticipate that we will need to increase the 

contract amounts for this program next year. TDOT has indicated that we will again contract with 

them to continue the management of the two Rural Planning Organizations that were formed to 

serve all or portions of fifteen counties within the ETDD region. Of course, we will focus on grant 

application work and grant administration work with particular emphasis on the CDBG, ARC, 

EPA Region IV grants, FEMA fire fighters, HOME and TDOT Enhancement programs.  

 

The Areawide Development Corporation continues to be very active in the field of small business 

financing. Our recent loan activity is not where we would like it to be but we are still ranked highly 

in the State of Tennessee both in terms of loan activity and value of loans. We will also be 

continuing the administration of our new Small and Minority Owned Business loan program this 

year although we are currently not making any new loans and are dealing with several borrowers 

that are not meeting their repayment obligations. 

 

ETDD Budget Overview 

 

Our proposed budget for the upcoming year has not changed significantly from prior years. We 

are in the state’s budget again this year for $150,000 and we have received contracts from the 

federal ARC and EDA for planning work again this year. We will again be adding about $250,000 

into our budget to fund the local planning work component – these are funds that are derived from 

contractual fees paid to the development district by the 28 communities that we provide local 

planning services to. In general, our budget is stable and we do not anticipate any problems with 

our funding sources. 

 

In terms of expenditures, our expense level is essentially the same as last year, the primary 

increases being in the salary and fringe benefit line items. We will present to the Executive 

Committee a proposed cost of living increase for our employees beginning in July, however, this 

will depend on the status of our funding sources at that time. We have an extremely very well-



funded reserve fund that will allow us to remain in good shape in terms of meeting cash flow 

requirements. 

 

Legislative Update 
 

There is one bill in the legislature that we have some concern with. It is sponsored by Senator 

Norris and would essentially eliminate the requirement that TACIR compile an annual state-wide 

infrastructure needs survey report. Each year, TACIR contracts with each of the nine development 

districts to gather the baseline information that is used to compile the state-wide report on 

infrastructure needs. ETDD receives about $70,000 each year from TACIR to do this work. If the 

report is no longer required then potentially we would lose this funding source and would probably 

have to eliminate one position. 

 

Calendar Matters 
 

Several meetings are coming up that I wanted to make sure that you are aware of: 

 

The next ETDD/ETHRA meeting will be back at its regularly scheduled date and time – the second 

Tuesday on April which is April 14th. Also, mark your calendars for the Tennessee Development 

District Association Annual Conference - it will be held on April 28 & 29, 2015 at the Embassy 

Suites in Murfreesboro. ETDD will pay for hotel costs and per diem for any member that wishes 

to attend. If you are considering attendance please let me know as soon as possible so that I can 

reserve a hotel room in your name – space is getting tight in the conference hotel. 

 

We have also scheduled our Annual Awards Banquet the evening of June 4th this year – back here 

at Rothchilds – please mark your calendars for that event. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Don Woods, our ADC Director, presented a resolution for a RLF loan application.  The loan 

request is for Sportsdrive, LLC, which is a manufacturer in Vonore.  The loan amount is for 

$100,000.  Purpose of the loan is to design, distribute, manufacture and supply of products for use 

in a wide range of industrial applications.  The borrowers are Vernon Lowe and his wife Jaqueline 

Lowe.  The loan will be secured by the cash value of a life insurance policy, collateral assignment.   

 

Mr. Chairman, I would ask that a motion be offered to approve the loan.   

 

A motion was made to approve the RLF loan by Morgan County Executive Don Edwards, 

seconded by Hamblen County Mayor Bill Brittain and approved by all. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Chairman Larry Waters.  


