
 

 
 
 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

MAY 10, 2016 

MINUTES 
 

 
 
 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday, 

May 10, 2016, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, TN.  The following Executive Committee 

members were present: 

 
Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

Don Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

Terry Wolfe, Mayor of Bean Station 

Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

Dale Perdue, Scott County Mayor 

Larry Waters, Sevier County Mayor 

Roland Trey Dykes, Minority at Large 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guests 
 

Don Woods, ADC 

Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

Gary Holiway, ETHRA 

Sarah Fansler, Knox County 

Mike Harrison, TACM 

Jane Jolley, Senator Bob Corker’s Office 

Lana Moore, Senator Lamar Alexander’s Office 

 

 

 



 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain called the meeting to order. 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain presented the minutes of the April 12, 2016 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval. Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, it was seconded by Minority at Large Roland Dykes III, and the minutes 

were unanimously approved. 
 

 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending March 31, 2016 was presented by Campbell County 

Mayor E. L. Morton. City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt made the motion to accept the report 

as presented and it was seconded by Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe and it was approved 

by all. 
 

 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report:  

 

Before I move into my report I wanted to mention that we are pulling together our proposed salary 

levels for all of our employees for next year. Once we get everything together we will transmit the 

information to each Executive Committee member within the next two weeks or so and allow time 

for review and comment. The Executive Committee could then consider the new salary structure 

during the regular June meeting so that any approved changes could be implemented by the start of 

our fiscal year on July 1. 

 
 

Grants Update 
 

There are several items to report on: 

 
Our grant application work has slowed considerably from previous months. Recently we submitted 

multiple applications to the Local Parks and Recreation Fund, the big grant program from TDEC 

that rolls around every two years. The deadline this year was April 22nd. There was also a 

Recreation Trails Program application that was due on the 22nd. We submitted LPRF applications 

on behalf of White Pine, Norris, Sweetwater, Union County, Roane County, Morristown, Pittman 

Center and Hamblen County. We also submitted a RTP application for Alcoa. 

  



A couple of smaller but very important public safety grants were also available. The SAFER 

program provides funds to hire firemen at the local level. There is no match but the community 

has to agree to maintain the position after the two year grant period has expired. We submitted 

applications on behalf of Campbell County, Clinton and Rocky Top. 

 

Also available is the Bullet Proof Vest program. This is just what it sounds like – grant funds are 

provided to purchase bullet proof vest for local law enforcement agencies. There is a 50/50 cost 

sharing requirement. We are working with Jacksboro, Harriman and Lenoir City. 

 

Our Emergency Repair Program for the Elderly is winding down for this year. We are finishing 

up projects in Sevier, Anderson and Campbell counties and this should draw down all remaining 

funds that are available. We do a really good job with this program and in the next fiscal year 

starting July 1, THDA is going to double our grant amount from $330,000 to $660,000. We have 

some great local partners out there and we expect to obligate most of this money very quickly. We 

have also submitted an application to First Tennessee bank with the hope of tapping into their $50 

million housing assistance fund that they announced recently. We requested $25,000, which I am 

told is a standard grant request, and, if awarded, we would use the funds to provide the local match 

requirement for the ERP program on behalf of some of our smaller non-profit partners that could 

not meet that requirement.  

 

One issue that I would like to bring to the attention of the Executive Committee is the importance 

of scheduling and documenting the required number of meetings for each county’s Board of 

Directors and Executive Committee of your Joint Economic and Community Development 

Boards. The Board of Directors needs to meet at least once per quarter and the Executive 

Committee needs to meet at least once per quarter as well. Minutes must be taken of each meeting 

and certified. The minutes of these meetings are required to be inserted in all CDBG, Fast Track 

Infrastructure and Economic Development grants through ECD. Failure to hold the required 

number of meetings can jeopardize your eligibility for receiving grant funds under these programs. 

 

 

Final Legislative Overview  

 

The legislature has adjourned and we fared really well in the legislature this year. Our annual state 

appropriation is again slated for $150,000 this year with and extra $50,000 being awarded due to 

the efforts of our legislators with a special acknowledgement going to Senator Yager. The extra 

$50,000 is in the budget on a recurring basis and this is a great bonus for us. 

 

Next year we plan to hold a Development District “Day on the Hill” and make our Legislators of 

the Year presentations on the floor of the Capitol. 

 

 

 

 

 



Awards Banquet Update 

 

I wanted to remind everyone that our Awards Banquet will be held in July this year instead of our 

traditional date in early June. I hope this will resolve some of the scheduling conflicts that we have 

had in the past with school graduations, vacations, etc. We will once again be at the Museum of 

Appalachia in Norris.  We expect to have a great crowd – invitations will go out at the end of this 

month and we should have our list of awardees finalized by that time as well. We plan to hold an 

Executive Committee meeting prior to the awards banquet and I pleased to report that the Museum 

has purchased a house adjoining the property and we will be able to meet in a much more 

comfortable and private setting than in the past. More on the event in the very near future. 

 

 

Planning Program Update/Special Census 

 

Just a quick update on the planning advisory service. We started the service in 2011 so we are 

entering our sixth year of operation. We have grown the program substantially from the start and 

we now serve 32 cities and counties in our region. Two years ago we had a 10% increase in our 

contract fees, the first increase in the history of the program.  I am pleased to report that the contract 

price will not be raised this year and all communities will have the same contract price as last year. 

This is still the best deal in town. We anticipate that all 32 communities will stick with us again 

this year. We will be mailing out contracts at the end of May and expect to send out invoices for 

the first six months of service at the end of June. 

 

I wanted to mention that we just completed the certification of a special census that was performed 

by the Town of Farragut. Each municipality and county is eligible to conduct a special census to 

document perceived new growth between the ten year census counts. Once the census to 

completed, ETDD staff certifies the bulk census information by conducting a door to door count 

of at least 10% of the population that was counted. The new census numbers are then transmitted 

to the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development for inclusion in the 

annual Certified Population of Tennessee Incorporated Municipalities and Counties. This is the 

official population count that is used to determine the amount of shared tax revenues that each 

local government receives. I believe that the total amount of shared tax revenues is up to about 

$115 per person now. In the case of Farragut, their population increased from their 2010 census 

number of 20,676 to 22,674 as counted by the special census. This increase of 1,998 people will 

represent an additional $229,770 of state shared tax dollars each year until the next census numbers 

are available. 

 
 
Calendar Matters 

 

The next ETDD/ETHRA meeting will be at its regularly scheduled date and time – the second 

Tuesday in June which is June 14th.  I will remind everyone again that we have scheduled our 

Annual Awards Banquet for the evening of July 14th this year – we are back here at the Museum of 

Appalachia – please mark your calendars for that event. 

 



 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

No other business 

 

ADJOURMENT 

 

With no other business, Chairman Bill Brittain made a motion to adjourn and seconded by Town of 

Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe, and approved by all. 


