
 

   

 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

MAY 12, 2015 

MINUTES 
 
  

 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday,  

May 12, 2015, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, Tennessee.  The following Executive 

Committee members were present: 

 

 Larry Waters, Sevier County Mayor 

 Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

 Tim Yates, Monroe County Mayor 

 Don Edwards, Morgan County Executive 

 Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

 Roland (Trey) Dykes, Minority at Large 

  

  

  

  

 

   

 Guests 

 

 Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

 Gary Holiway, ETHRA 

 Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

 Jill Salyers, Senator Bob Corker’s Office 

 Tommy Bible, Cocke County Development Representative 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Larry Waters called the meeting to order.    

 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Larry Waters presented the minutes of the April 14, 2015 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  Monroe County Mayor Tim Yates made a motion to approve the minutes 

as presented, it was seconded by Minority at Large Roland Dykes III, and the minutes were 

unanimously approved. 

 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending March 31, 2015 was presented by ETDD Financial 

Officer Rick Yakubic.  Morgan County Executive Don Edwards made the motion to accept the 

report as presented and it was seconded by City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt, and it was 

approved by all. 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report: 

 
Grants Update 
 

We are in a somewhat slow period in regard to community development grants although the bullet 

proof vest grant applications are due on May 13th so it’s too late to apply this year if you have an 

interest but we would be happy to put you on a contact list if you want to apply next year. We 

remain busy with economic development grants – we have nine projects under development right 

now and we are also working on planning grants to prepare feasibility studies for broadband 

development in Scott and Campbell counties. 

 

One small grant program that is relatively new is the Creative Placemaking Grant that is available 

through the Tennessee Arts Commission. The program focuses on the use of arts or cultural assets 

to enhance community and economic development efforts. Examples of eligible projects include: 

 

 Arts used as a catalyst to revitalize downtowns 

 Development of an arts or cultural business incubator or apprentice program 

 Development of a project that encourages greater engagement with a farmers market or 

unique recreational assets. 

 

The application deadline is July 17th. 

 

 

 



Legislative Update 

 

Overall the development district fared really well in the Legislature this year. There was one bill 

in the legislature that we had some concern with. It was sponsored by Senator Norris and would 

have essentially eliminated the requirement that TACIR compile an annual state-wide 

infrastructure needs survey report. Each year, TACIR contracts with each of the nine development 

districts to gather the baseline information that is used to compile the state-wide report on 

infrastructure needs. ETDD receives about $70,000 each year from TACIR to do this work. If the 

report is no longer required then potentially we would lose this funding source and would probably 

have to eliminate one position. We notified our delegation of this bill and eventually it was not 

reported out of committee. 

 

We also had a budget amendment in the amount of $50,000 approved for each development district 

to supplement the funding for the local planning assistance service and economic development 

staff assistance in each of the 9 regions. We now serve 32 communities with our local planning 

service and it is primarily funded by contractual revenues that we receive from each community. 

The additional $50,000 will probably allow us to run the program without having to increase 

contract fees for the next 2 years or so. We will not have a contract increase in that program this 

year. Senator Yager was very helpful with carrying the amendment along with the support of 

Senator McNally. 

 

Awards Banquet 

 

We are looking forward to a really great awards banquet this year. We have thirteen communities 

that will be recognized for significant projects: 

 

1. Pigeon Forge  Cal Ripken Baseball Complex 

 

2. Gatlinburg  Rocky Top Sports Complex 

 

3. Monroe County Preservation of the Historical Environment 

 

4. Norris   Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements 

 

5. Rutledge  Fire Protection Improvements 

 

6. Jefferson City Water Treatment Plant Renovation 

 

7. Madisonville  Automatic Meter Reading System 

 

8. Dandridge  Water Linkage with KUB water system 

 

9. Campbell County Jail Expansion 

 

10. Tellico Plains  New City Hall 

 

11. Rocky Top  New Water Tank 

 

12. Roane County Regional Recycling Center 

 

13. Parrottsville  Fire Protection Improvements 



Planning Program Update 
 

Just a quick update on the planning advisory service. We started the service in 2011 so we are 

entering our fourth year of operation. We have grown each year of operation and we now serve 32 

cities and counties in our region. Last year we had a 10% increase in our contract fees, the first 

increase in the history of the program. The increase was necessary to cover increased personnel 

costs – the contract price for each community is still the best deal in town. We anticipate that all 

32 communities will stick with us again this year. We will be mailing out contracts at the end of 

May and expect to send out invoices for the first six months of service at the end of June. 

 

 

Calendar Matters 
 

Several meetings are coming up that I wanted to make sure that you are aware of: 

 

The next ETDD/ETHRA meeting will occur a little earlier than the normally scheduled time – it 

will occur on the first Thursday in June which is June 4th and will coincide with our Annual Awards 

Banquet that will be held on the evening of June 4th this year – this year at Rothchilds – we will 

hold an Executive Committee meeting starting at 5 pm immediately prior to the banquet. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

In your packets you will find a resolution that relates to ETDD health reimbursement arrangement 

account. We changed administrators back in January and the new administrator needs us to 

formally adopt a new plan document. I have a copy of the plan if anyone wants to see it and I 

would be happy to answer any questions regarding the plan document or the HRA account. 

 

Mr. Chairman, I would ask that a motion be offered to approve the HRA resolution. 
 

A motion was made to approve the adoption of the resolution by Roane County Executive Ron 

Woody and it was seconded by Monroe County Mayor Tim Yates, and it was approved by all. 

 

 

One other issue, an agenda item for your consideration in the June Executive Committee meeting 

will be a revised salary schedule for all ETDD employees. In the next week or so, we will email 

to each of you a copy of our current salary schedule as well as a copy of the salary adjustments 

that we will propose for 2015-2016. Any adjustments that are approved would take effect on July 

1, 2015. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Chairman Larry Waters 

  


