
 

   

 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

NOVEMBER 12, 2015 

MINUTES 
 
  

 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday,  

November 12, 2015, at Rothchild Conference Center in Knoxville, Tennessee.  The following 

Executive Committee members were present: 

 

 Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

 Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

 Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

 E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

 Don Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

 Crystal Ottinger, Cocke County Mayor 

 Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

 Terry Wolfe, Mayor of Bean Station 

 Tim Thompson, Anderson County Development Representative 

 Roland Trey Dykes, Minority at Large 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 Guests 

 

 Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

 Sarah Fansler, Knox County 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Bill Brittain called the meeting to order.    

 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain presented the minutes of the October 6, 2015 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  Roane County Executive Ron Woody made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, it was seconded by Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe, and the 

minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending September 30, 2015 was presented by Campbell County 

Mayor E. L. Morton.  Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe made the motion to accept the 

report as presented and it was seconded by Minority at Large Roland Trey Dykes and it was 

approved by all. 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report: 

 
Assessment Update 

 

We are doing very well with assessment collections this year. Currently we have only one 

municipality that have not yet paid but we will be contacting them soon and we hope to have 100% 

collection by the end of this month. 

 

Grants Overview 

 

Community Development Block Grant Program 

 

The state announced the grant awards for the 2015 CDBG program recently. Last February, we 

submitted applications on behalf of ten jurisdictions and six of those applications got funded. The 

state only funded 55 projects this year, less than 50% of the applications that were submitted so 

our region did really well. Funded were projects in Anderson County, Campbell County, Hamblen 

County, Jefferson County, Monroe County and Rockwood. The 2016 applications are due in 

Nashville on February 26th of 2016.  If you have a CDBG project in mind it is not too early to 

contact us for assistance. We will be contacting those local governments that will be eligible to 

apply for 2016 CDBG funding in the very near future to talk about project development. We 

already have a list of about fourteen communities that we will be working with. 



 

Appalachian Regional Commission Program  
 

The deadline for accepting new ARC pre-applications for 2016 funding has been moved out to 

January 15th of 2016. The state’s main priority for these grants is job creation or infrastructure 

development in distressed counties. The maximum grant amount is $500,000. These are fairly 

simple applications; however, if the project involves construction, a preliminary engineering report 

is needed. A bird in hand helps but it is not necessary. If a pre-application is submitted this fall, 

you will be notified in the spring if it has been approved, and the grant funds will be available 

beginning in the fall of 2016. The Distressed counties (80% grant rate) this year are Campbell, 

Scott, Claiborne, Cocke and Morgan counties. 

 

We are currently working with 15 communities and non-profits that are interested in applying for 

funds. 

 

Enhancement Program 

 

Several TDOT grant programs are accepting applications currently. The Safe Routes to Schools 

Program, the Multi-Modal program and the Community Planning Program are all due in mid-

December. 

 

2015 Audit 

 

The audit subcommittee met this morning to consider our 2015 audit. Mayor Brittain is the Chair 

of that subcommittee so I will ask for his report and recommendation. A motion is needed to accept 

the audit. 

 

I will bring final copies of the audit to our next meeting for anyone that wants a copy and it will 

also be available on our website. 

 

Chairman Bill Brittain presented the Audit Report for 2015.  Overview by the Audit Committee is 

there were no issues with accounting policies, unmodified opinion, no findings, no internal 

findings, and net position increased by $68,000.00.  Recommended for acceptance by audit 

committee.   A motion to approve the audit report was made by Roane County Executive Ron 

Woody, seconded by Town of Bean Station Mayor Terry Wolfe, and approved by all. 

 

2016 Legislative Agenda 

 

In your packets you will find a copy of ETDD’s proposed federal and state legislative 

recommendations. The recommendations will be sent to the legislative subcommittee for review 

and I will incorporate their comments into the final recommendations that are presented to the 

Committee for approval in January. I’ll briefly go over the recommendations: 

 

The Federal Recommendations have not changed substantially from last year - we are still pushing 

for full funding of the ARC, the EDA and re-authorization of the SBA and support for a funding 

level of $7.5 billion in loan guarantee authority, expressing support for the CDBG program, 



Chickamauga Lock funding, TVA non-power programs and support for full funding of the Y-12, 

ORNL and the Uranium Processing Facility in the Anderson/Roane county area. 

 

In regard to our State Legislative agenda - I have examined the legislative agendas of TSCA, TML 

and TDDA and attempted to coordinate agenda items as much as possible. The ETDD agenda has 

not changed significantly from last year but I have added suggested language regarding the need 

for a long term funding solution for transportation infrastructure projects and a recommendation 

to continue the $50,000 supplemental state appropriation that we received last year. I would be 

happy to include other recommendations that you might have – just email me if something comes 

to mind. 

 

Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank proposed a change in wording to the State Legislative 

agenda, item #8 to take out “growth component” to say “increase in funding”.  A motion to move 

to modify was made by Campbell County Mayor E. L. Morton and was seconded by Cocke County 

Mayor Crystal Ottinger, and was approved by all. 

 

ETDD Director Terry Bobrowski also proposed and with permission from the board to draft a 

policy statement to circulate in regards to the broadband issue on providing broadband to areas 

that are not covered by their local services.   

 

Calendar Matters 

 

There is no need for ETHRA or ETDD to hold a December meeting so if there is no pressing 

business and with the Committee’s approval I will propose to cancel the meeting and resume to 

meet back on January 12th.  Without objection, it was approved by all.  

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank recognized ETDD Director Terry Bobrowski for his tenure 

as President of NADDO and for being the first President in Tennessee’s history. 

 

Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank reported on the Solution Summit meeting that she attended 

along with Cocke County Mayor Crystal Ottinger and Roane County Executive Ron Woody.  

There were over twenty four counties represented, several sheriffs, sheriff deputies, chief jailers 

were in attendance discussing the challenges they have in their counties.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business, Chairman Bill Brittain made a motion to adjourn and seconded by City of 

Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and approved by all. 

  


