
 

   

 

EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

OCTOBER 6, 2015 

MINUTES 
 
  

 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday,  

October 6, 2015, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, Tennessee.  The following Executive 

Committee members were present: 

 

 Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

 Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

 Johnny Merritt, Mayor of Luttrell 

 E. L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

 Don Mull, Mayor of Alcoa 

 Crystal Ottinger, Cocke County Mayor 

 Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

 Dale Perdue, Scott County Mayor 

 Larry Waters, Sevier County Mayor 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 Guests 

 

 Rick Yakubic, ETDD 

 Don Woods, ADC 

 Midge Jessiman 

Gary Holiway, Director of ETHRA 

Jane Jolley, Senator Bob Corker’s Office 

Maxine Gernert, Congressman Chuck Fleishmann’s Office 

Bryan Hall, Monroe County Development Representative 

Jason Estes, Knox CAC 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  



CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Bill Brittain called the meeting to order.    

 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Bill Brittain presented the minutes of the September 8, 2015 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, it was seconded by City of Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and the minutes were 

unanimously approved. 

 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for month ending August 31, 2015 was presented by Campbell County 

Mayor E. L. Morton.  City of Luttrell Mayor Johnny Merritt made the motion to accept the report 

as presented and it was seconded by City of Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and it was approved by all. 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Terry Bobrowski, ETDD Executive Director, gave his Director’s report: 

 
Assessment Update 

 

We are doing very well with assessment collections this year. Currently we have only two 

municipalities that have not yet paid but we will be contacting them in the very near future and we 

hope to have 100% collection by the end of this month. 

 

Grants Overview 

 

Community Development Block Grant Program 

 

The state has not yet announced the grant awards for the 2015 CDBG program. Last February, we 

submitted applications on behalf of ten jurisdictions. The 2016 applications will probably be due 

in Nashville in late February of 2016.  If you have a CDBG project in mind it is not too early to 

contact us for assistance. We will be contacting those local governments that will be eligible to 

apply for 2016 CDBG funding in the very near future to talk about project development. We 

already have a list of about twelve communities that we will be working with. 

 

Appalachian Regional Commission Program  
 

The deadline for accepting new ARC pre-applications for 2016 funding is projected for December 

1, 2015. The state’s main priority for these grants is job creation or infrastructure development in 

distressed counties. The maximum grant amount is $500,000. These are fairly simple applications; 



however, if the project involves construction, a preliminary engineering report is needed. A bird 

in hand helps but it is not necessary. If a pre-application is submitted this fall, you will be notified 

in the spring if it has been approved, and the grant funds will be available beginning in the fall of 

2016. The Distressed counties (80% grant rate) this year are Campbell, Scott, Claiborne, Cocke 

and Morgan counties. 

 

We are currently working with 9 communities that are interested in applying for funds. 

 

Solid Waste Grants 

 

On October 1 we submitted several request for grants that are available through the TDEC Division 

of Solid Waste. These include the Recycling Grant, the Waste Reduction grant and the Used Oil 

Grant. We worked with 17 communities that applied for funding. Funding decision should be 

finalized by TDEC around the end of the year. 

 

Enhancement Program 

 

In regard to the 2015 program, The Department of Transportation began accepting enhancement 

grant applications in late August and will continue accepting applications through November 1 of 

this year. Enhancement grant funds can be used for such things as the construction of walking 

trails, bike trails, off-road trails, visitor’s centers, sidewalks, installing signage, landscaping, 

historic preservation activities and other activities that relate to improving the state’s transportation 

system. Other TDOT grants on the horizon are the Safe Routes to Schools Program, the Multi-

Modal program and the Community Planning Program. 

 

Planning Program Overview 

 

I wanted to give everyone a quick update on our Planning Assistance Service. We have lost only 

one community since we began offering the service to local governments four years ago. Last year 

we added Cocke County, the City of Newport and New Tazewell to the list of communities that 

we serve. That brings us up to a total of 33 communities – 6 counties and 27 municipalities. This 

is more than all of the other development districts combined. We are managing to keep this 

program basically revenue neutral - the total revenue from the contracts is in the $287,000 range 

and our program costs are expected to be in the $298,000 range. 

 

In addition to providing basic management of the planning commission meetings, setting agendas, 

reviewing plats and site plans, writing ordinances and reviewing appeals, the planning staff also 

provides extensive training for local government officials. This year we are providing training 

sessions on land use topics, storm water management and private property rights. One session, 

held in July at the Oak Ridge Arboretum in conjunction with TDEC, has been recognized by the 

TDEC Commissioner as a unique partnership example that should be followed by other state and 

regional organizations. All of our sessions are geared toward providing pertinent information that 

training commissioners can use and allow them to achieve their mandatory 4 hour annual training 

requirement. 

 

I want to diverge from the agenda at this point to make a special presentation to a very valued 



member of the ETDD staff – Midge Jessiman who is with us here today. I would like to recognize 

Midge for her 40 years of service to local governments here in East Tennessee. Midge received a 

Bachelor’s degree from Winthrop University and has a Masters degree in Political Science and a 

Masters Degree in Public Health, both from the University of Tennessee. Midge began working 

for the Local Planning Office of the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community 

Development and then joined the ETDD staff in September of 2011. Midge is the epitome of a 

dedicated public servant – she has served local governments with distinction for over 40 years and 

she has done so with a quiet dedication and professionalism that is very rare indeed. We have a 

small token of appreciation for Midge – a plaque that recognizes her service. Congratulations 

Midge on a job well done and we hope that you will continue your service for many more years. 

 

We are also offering several training sessions to planning commissioners and local officials 

through our planning program. On October 29th we will hold a training session on private property 

rights at the Farragut Town Hall. The dates are on our website. 

 

Emergency Repair Program for the Elderly 
 

Our ERP program is really doing well these days and we are looking forward to expanding the 

program in the next fiscal year. This fiscal year THDA distributed approximately $370,000 to 

ETDD for the emergency repair program for the elderly. In order to qualify for the program, 

applicants must be 60 years of age, they must have an ownership interest in the property to be 

repaired, and they must meet income guidelines. This program is not designed to bring a house up 

to code but rather to address a specific problem that may help to immediately stabilize a residence. 

Examples are roof replacements, electrical and plumbing system work, HVAC work, septic system 

repair and other items of a similar nature. The maximum grant per household is $10,000 although 

I would guess that the average repair amount would be much smaller than that. The program 

requires a 50% match so if we spend $1,000 on a house, then that has to be matched by $500 from 

other sources. The match could come from the homeowner or other programs such as the 

weatherization program, Habitat for Humanity or other local housing programs.  This is a great 

program and we have already partnered with local groups to repair 49 homes so far this year with 

another 6 homes that are scheduled for repairs soon. 

 

Next year we expect to have our funding increased to $660,000 from THDA and this will allow us 

to expand our partnerships with local hosing providers in your jurisdictions. Please contact me if 

you think you have a resident that is in need of assistance. 

 

Calendar Matters 

 

Our next regular Executive Committee meeting has been moved to November 12th at Rothchilds.   

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no other business, Chairman Bill Brittain made a motion to adjourn and seconded by City of 

Alcoa Mayor Don Mull, and approved by all. 

  


