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East Tennessee Development District Honored with  

2026 Impact Award from the National Association of Development Organizations  
 

July 16th, 2026 – East Tennessee Development District (ETDD) based in Alcoa, Tennessee has recently 
been recognized with a 2026 Aliceann Wohlbruck Impact Award from the National Association of 
Development Organizations (NADO) for the ETDD Disaster Recovery Framework.  
  
The ETDD Disaster Recovery Framework document provides a scalable and adaptive structure that 
communities, counties, and non-profit organizations can use to streamline disaster recovery efforts. The 
purpose of the framework is to outline the roles, responsibilities, and coordinated actions necessary to support 
the timely recovery of communities while strengthening regional resilience after a disaster. It also integrates 
performance metrics, interagency coordination protocols, and mechanisms for community engagement 
throughout the recovery process. Recently completed, the document now lives on ETDD’s new Disaster 
Recovery and Mitigation webpage for public usage. This report provides guidance to local communities where 
no comprehensive guidance document previously existed. 
 
Project partners for the development of the framework include the following: all 16 counties of the ETDD 
region and their respective Emergency Management Agency (EMA) staff; the Tennessee Emergency 
Management Agency (TEMA); East Region TEMA; Cocke County Long-Term Recovery Group; First 
Tennessee Development District; Tennessee Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD); East 
Tennessee VOAD; United Way Highlands; Red Cross; University of Tennessee Knoxville Climate and 
Community Resilience Department; University of Tennessee Knoxville EMA Department; and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 
 
Presented annually, the NADO Impact Awards honor regional development organizations and their partners 
for strengthening communities, building regional resilience, and enhancing local economies through creative 
approaches to economic and community development. NADO is a Washington, DC-based membership 
association of regional development organizations that promotes programs and policies that strengthen local 
governments, communities, and economies.     
 
This year’s cohort included 94 impactful projects led by 58 organizations across 20 states. These award-
winning efforts will be recognized during NADO’s 2026 Annual Training Conference, to be held this coming 
October in Reno, Nevada. All selected projects are featured in an interactive StoryMap that showcases 
summaries, images, and key partners. The map is available at https://www.nado.org/2026-impact-award-
recipients/. 
 
“Each year, the Impact Awards celebrate the remarkable work being done by regional development 
organizations to strengthen communities and improve quality of life,” said 2025-2026 NADO President 
Matthew Dolge, Executive Director of the Piedmont Triad Regional Council in North Carolina.  “This year’s 
honorees demonstrate how strategic leadership, strong partnerships, and a shared commitment to progress 
can create meaningful and lasting benefits across the country.” 
 
“Development organizations like ours are in a unique position to harness regional resources to address 
interjurisdictional challenges,” said ETDD Executive Director Rick Yakubic. “Disaster events have emerged 
as one of the leading cross-boundary issues here in mid-east Tennessee and across the country. In the face 
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of these events, we at ETDD are grateful to play a key role in assisting our communities with navigating the 
complex process of recovery, both immediate and long-term. Receipt of a 2026 Impact Award for our Disaster 
Recovery Framework cements the significance of the collaborative work we are doing to safeguard quality of 
life in our region and beyond. We are excited to share more about our efforts in Reno later this year, and we 
thank NADO for this honor.”  
 
The Impact Awards are presented in memory of Aliceann Wohlbruck, NADO’s first executive director, who 
was a lifelong advocate for regional solutions and rural economic development. 
 
For more information, contact ETDD Executive Director Rick Yakubic at 865-273-6003 or ryakubic@etdd.org.  
                                                                        
About East Tennessee Development District 
 
The East Tennessee Development District (ETDD) is a Federal and State statute-created agency that serves 
municipal and county governments located in the mid-east region of Tennessee. The largest development 
district in the state, ETDD provides sixteen counties and fifty-six municipalities with community planning, 
development services, and targeted resources while also serving as a forum for local governments to solve 
common challenges associated with economic development and growth. Organized in 1966, the East 
Tennessee Development District continues to be a vital force in helping local governments plan for the future 
by coordinating the establishment of regional and local priorities within the fields of economic and community 
development. ETDD service counties include the following: Anderson, Blount, Campbell, Claiborne, Cocke, 
Grainger, Hamblen, Jefferson, Knox, Loudon, Monroe, Morgan, Roane, Scott, Sevier, and Union. 
 
About NADO 
 
The National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) promotes public policies that strengthen 
local governments, communities, and economies through the regional strategies, coordination efforts, and 
program expertise of the nation’s regional development organizations. Learn more about NADO at 
www.nado.org. 
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