
EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

FEBRUARY 8, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

 
 
 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday 

February 8, 2022, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, TN.  The following Executive Committee 

members were present: 

 

 
Mark Potts, Jefferson County Mayor 

Joe Brooks, Claiborne County Mayor 

Jeff Tibbals, Scott County Mayor 

Brian Langley, Morgan County Executive 

Terry Frank, Anderson County Mayor 

E.L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

Mike Byrd, Grainger County Mayor 

Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

Ron Williams, Mayor of Farragut 

Roland “Trey” Dykes, Mayor of Newport 

Omer Cox, Mayor of Oliver Springs 

Claudia Caballero, Member at Large 

 

 

 

Guests 

  

Alan Woods, ETDD 

David Williams, ETDD 

Jordan Rockwell, ETDD 

Kathryn Baldwin, ETDD 

Riley Lovingood, Senator Hagerty’s Office 

Cindy Boshears, Congressman Fleischmann’s Office 

Mike Arms, ATVG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Mark Potts called the meeting to order. 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Mark Potts presented the minutes of the January 11, 2022 meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  Scott County Mayor Jeff Tibbals made a motion to approve the minutes 

as presented, it was seconded by Hamblen County Mayor Bill Brittain, and the minutes were 

unanimously approved. 
 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer’s Report for the month ending December 31, 2021 was presented by Morgan County 

Executive Brian Langley.   City of Newport Mayor Roland Trey Dykes made the motion to accept 

the report as presented and it was seconded by Town of Farragut Mayor Ron Williams, and it was 

approved by all. 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Rick Yakubic, ETDD Executive Director, gave his director’s report: 

 

CDBG Update 

 

Mr. Yakubic reported the CDBG announcement was 7 out of 14 projects were approved: 

 

• Claiborne County – Waterline Extension 

• Harrogate - Wastewater Line Extension 

• Jefferson County – Ambulances 

• Jefferson City – Wastewater collection improvements 

• Monroe County – Waterline Extension 

• Oakdale – Ambulances 

• Loudon – Wastewater collection improvements 

 

The upcoming CDBG applications must have a two-week public notice in your local paper prior 

to March 4th.  The next round is due mid-April.  As of now, we are currently working with 11 

communities.  We will not be doing water and sewer system of 2500 or more connections on this 

round.  The following are the CDBG categories for this year: 

 



• Recovery Housing Program – must be a local government to apply, Transitional housing, 

2 years or less, 30 percent spent in the first year.  Details from the State in the next few 

weeks. 

• Community Livability – Health and Safety, Community Infrastructure roads and drainage, 

Community revitalization - community centers, libraries, lighting improvements, Parks 

and Recreation. 

• Public Housing Authority, broadband. 

 

We are also doing an ARC grant in Oneida for a TCAT building expansion. 

 

Retreat Update 

 

Mr. Yakubic commented that the first Mayor’s retreat was held in Gatlinburg last month on the 

20th and 21st of January.  He thought this was very good, informative, and helped solidify some 

direction for ETDD and hopefully helpful for the Mayors and Executives.  He also thanked Mike 

Arms for arranging dinner and thanked our sponsors, Robert Campbell and Geosyntec. 

 

In recap, Solid Waste issues in the region was discussed.  Landfills closed, landfills getting to 

capacity, hauling out of the county and region, and as a group thought this should be a regional 

project for the district.  Tim Hendrick with ETDD, is going to take the lead and get the solid waste 

directors together to talk about the issues and look at capacities levels and get some data for us to 

look at in the next few months.  We also need to make sure we get with our legislators to ensure 

we get the funding from TDEC to support the solid waste position at the development districts to 

be able to help with this and the required reporting we have done in the past.  The Covid Response 

grant ends this year which had the solid waste component so that it could continue to help there.  

After June, we will not have the grant to support that position unless the solid waste grant comes 

back from TDEC.   

 

We discussed the Build Back Better Regional Challenge grant.  Mr. Yakubic reported that he 

updated the group on the overall project and where the group thought they would go next.  

Discussed how we could continue as a group without the grant.  ETDD has created relationships 

that we have not had in the past.  We all learned that there is a lot of good things happening in our 

communities but are not all connected. There seems to be a lot of support for a regional vision.  

Just today, we learned that UT is developing a data base for the University in what there is across 

the state for rural development in the UT system.  If that database is built, it could be expanded to 

be the portal we discussed in the challenge grant.  This is very encouraging, and UT has shared 

that they would be willing to share the database with us. 

 

We discussed the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and that it needs to be 

rewritten to be a working document for our community and be the start of the regional vision.  

With that, we felt that ETDD should be the regional convener for our region like some of the other 

districts are doing.  That will be a goal for ETDD to accomplish this next year.  I already met with 

Economic Community Development, and they thought it was a great idea.  Mr. Yakubic mentioned 



he will be attending a CEDS/NADO session in Washington D.C. next month to also gain some 

insights.  Our target is April timeframe to start the rewrite and be completed by October meeting 

for approval. 

Next, we discussed tourism and how our region is positioned to have a big impact.  Mr. Yakubic 

was asked to look into the possibility of ETDD taking on tourism and mentioned Julie Graham has 

reached out for some discussion.  We talked about the Opioid Conference that Mayor Mark Potts 

is coordinating here at ETHRA for February 23rd.   

 

Also, we had three outside region guests:  Beth Jones from SETDD.  She discussed the McMinn 

County planning process in general.  Mark Farley from UCDD.  He discussed best practices for 

the mayors.  They are just getting all that together and will share that with us once completed.  

That would be something we could look at, refine, and keep up to date for our region as well.  

Chris Bickley and Wendell Lawrence from SERDI Southeast Regional Directors Institute were 

there.  They wanted to get a feeling of the district and explain the assessment process and what to 

expect.  The next step is to develop a list of people we want them to talk to and see if the dates of 

April 24-29th will work. 

 

Planning 

 

We discussed planning at our Mayors Retreat and our technical support to the planning 

commissions in the region.  We have 34 contracts for full service technical support, 3 contracts for 

as needed support and 1 limited technical support to our communities.  The discussion was around 

Chapter 1101 County Growth Plans and County Use Plans and what liability do we have with our 

technical support.   

 

Mr. Rick Yakubic introduced David Williams, Jordan Rockwell, and Kathryn Baldwin from 

ETDD to give a brief overview and hopefully answer any questions from the retreat. 

 

Jordan Rockwell talked about Annexation Law Changes.  David Williams and Kathryn Baldwin 

discussed County Growth Plans. 

 

Calendar 

 

Our next monthly Executive Committee meeting will be March 8th here at the ETHRA office. 

 

Other Business 

 

EDA RLF Resolution was needed to be updated with the Executive Director having the authority 

to execute documents related to said defederalization of the RLF and to continue operating it as a 

revolving loan fund but will not have the federal reporting. 

 



Roane County Executive Ron Woody made a motion to approve the resolution and it was seconded 

by Anderson County Mayor Terry Frank and it was approved by all. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

With no other business, the Chairman entertained a motion to adjourn.  Scott County Mayor Jeff 

Tibbals made the motion, it was seconded by Morgan County Executive Brian Langley, and 

approved by all. 


