
EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

JUNE 14, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

 
 
 

The East Tennessee Development District's Executive Committee held a meeting on Tuesday June 

14, 2022, at the ETHRA offices in Knoxville, TN.  The following Executive Committee members 

were present: 

 

 
Mark Potts, Jefferson County Mayor 

Joe Brooks, Claiborne County Mayor 

Brian Langley, Morgan County Executive 

E.L. Morton, Campbell County Mayor 

Bill Brittain, Hamblen County Mayor 

Glenn Jacobs, Knox County Mayor 

Ron Woody, Roane County Executive 

Ron Williams, Mayor of Farragut 

Roland “Trey” Dykes, Mayor of Newport 

Omer Cox, Mayor of Oliver Springs 

Richard Briggs, State Senator 

Claudia Caballero, Member at Large 

 

 

 

Guests 

  

Alan Woods, ETDD 

Tim Hendrick, ETDD 

Jennifer Tourville, UT 

Pay May, Roane County Development Representative 

Tammy Merritt, Congressman Fleischmann’s Office 

Cindy Boshears, Congressman Fleischmann’s Office 

Jane Jolley, Knox County Development Representative 

Sarah Fansler, Congressman Burchett’s Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Mark Potts called the meeting to order. 
 

 

MINUTES 
 

Chairman Mark Potts presented the minutes of the May 10, 2022, meeting to the Executive 

Committee for approval.  City of Farragut Mayor Ron Williams made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented, it was seconded by Cocke County Mayor Crystal Ottinger, and the minutes 

were unanimously approved. 
 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

 

The Treasurer’s Report for the month ending April 30, 2022, was presented by Morgan County 

Executive Brian Langley.   Roane County Executive Ron Woody made the motion to accept the 

report as presented and it was seconded by Campbell County E.L. Morton, and it was approved by 

all. 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

Rick Yakubic, ETDD Executive Director, gave his director’s report: 

 

Updates 

 

Mr. Yakubic reported the South RPO and North RPO Technical Committee and Executive Board 

meetings will be held on June 29th at the TDOT Region 1 Auditorium. 

 

SERDI Assessment 

 

Mr. Yakubic reported on the SERDI Assessment, which is the Southeast Regional Directors 

Institute.  The representatives from SERDI are currently doing one on one interviews with about 

14 community leaders and hope to have those completed by the end of June.  A survey was sent 

out to all Board members and will be sending out another email this week in order to get as many 

completed as possible to get a good representation from our Board.  Next meeting in July, the 

SERDI representative will be here to discuss the Assessment findings.  We will have our normal 

business meeting and then start the SERDI Assessment, which will go through lunch. 

 

 

 

 



CEDS Re-write 

 

Mr. Yakubic gave an update on the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy re-write 

(CEDS).  We have had several sessions on it where we have obtained a lot of community input.  

In the past, this has been used as more of an in-house document, but we want to make this a goal 

to be used as a working document for the whole community and for community input. 

 

Mr. Yakubic introduced Tim Hendrick to give an update on the status, vision, and some of the 

goals we have created so far.  We have scheduled an in-person sessions on the 15th and 16th. 

 

Mr. Hendrick presented the ETDD Vision Statement which states: “The East Tennessee 

Development District will utilize its resources to act as a regional convener bringing together 

local partners and stakeholders to collaborate in developing a resilient, inclusive, and prosperous 

East Tennessee region through innovative job creation, new investments, modern infrastructure, 

and improvement of overall health and quality of life.”  Mr. Hendrick reported that after having 

several in-person team sessions, some goals and objectives were established to support this vision.  

The team was able to identify 5 goal statements and list objectives to those goals.  A copy with 

this information will be emailed to the Executive Committee.  If anyone would like to attend the 

upcoming sessions, they are welcome to do so by letting Tim or Rick know. 

 

Solid Waste Grant 

 

Mr. Yakubic reported that TDEC announced we will be getting the Solid Waste Grant back again.  

It will run for two years.  Mr. Hendrick was asked to give a report. 

 

Mr. Hendrick reported that as of yesterday, TDEC opened up the application for Technical 

Assistance Grant for the Development Districts in the state.  They have offered us the largest 

amount of money since we are the largest district.  That will allow us to continue providing support 

for annual progress reports.  We will re-writing the District-wide Needs Assessment for 2023-

2024 calendar year.  We will have around three Technical Assistance projects that we can propose 

to do.  Which this can include the landfill issues that were mentioned at the Mayors Retreat earlier 

in the year and come up with a project.  Open to suggestions on how to address that.  Tim 

mentioned that ETDD will be proposing a project to conduct quarterly meetings with all the Solid 

Waste Directors starting sometime after September. TDEC has also announced that they will be 

bringing back the recycling of used oil at the convenient centers starting and the Household 

Hazardous Waste grant which applications will open up starting July 13th.  The Recycling 

Equipment grant will start taking applications September 12th.  Let Tim know if anyone is 

interested in putting in an application or have questions regarding these grants. 

 

 

 

 



Purchase of Existing Building 

 

Mr. Yakubic reported on being asked to check with the TN Comptroller’s Office if Development 

Districts can own property and be in debt with property.  The answer is yes, the district can own 

property and be in debt.  The only thing we would need to do is make a Debt Report to the 

Comptroller’s Office.  Mr. Yakubic did negotiate the price from $980,000 to $930,000.  The loan 

assumed will be somewhere between $760,000 to $770,000 once all the paperwork gets approved.  

We also lowered the down payment in cash needed from $220,000 to $170,000.  With that said, 

USDA needs a resolution from the ETDD Executive Committee that ETDD is intending to 

purchase the facility to improve its level of service and apply for the Facilities Loan Grant to 

assume from the Areawide Corporation that you give Mr. Yakubic full authority to proceed with 

the purchase and that we will provide a Promissory Note with a Deed of Trust for collateral for 

the loan.  

 

Roane County Executive Ron Woody made the motion to approve the resolution and it was 

seconded by Campbell County Mayor E.L. Morton and approved by all. 

 

 

Calendar 

 

CEDS Teams Sessions on June 15th and 16th at TVA. 

 

The next Executive Committee meeting is scheduled for July 12th at ETHRA. 

 

We are planning to have our Annual Awards Banquet September 8th on a Thursday night back at 

The Venue in Lenoir City. 

 

Other Business 

 

Mr. Yakubic announced his appreciation to Chairman Mark Potts as our out going Chair this month 

and was presented a plaque for his outstanding service. 

 

Adjournment 

 

With no other business, the Executive Committee was adjourned. 


