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EAST TENNESSEE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
AWARDED PAUL BRUHN HISTORIC REVITALIZATION GRANT

The National Park Service (NPS) recently awarded the East Tennessee
Development District (ETDD) a Paul Bruhn Historic Revitalization Grant
(PBHRG) in the amount of $750,000.

This competitive grant program is funded by the Historic Preservation Fund and
aims to “foster economic development in rural communities through the
rehabilitation of historic buildings in those communities.” The ETDD will serve as
the “primary grantee” and will create a “subgrant” program under which ETDD
will accept applications from owners of National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP) listed or eligible properties in ETDD’s rural (non-urban) counties. Of
ETDD’s 16 counties, 12 counties are defined as rural by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and are therefore eligible under the ETDD PBHRG program:
Campbell, Claiborne, Cocke, Grainger, Hamblen, Jefferson, Monroe, Morgan,
Roane, Scott, Sevier, and Union Counties.

While the program materials are still under development, ETDD anticipates that
subgrant program applicants will primarily be private property owners. Exceptions
may include public entities or nonprofits owning commercial and/or
tourism-supporting properties with demonstrated economic development potential.
All eligible subgrant applicants will be scored and selected regarding their
potential for economic development.

The subgrant application process is projected to open late Fall 2026.



